








Oxfam’s story

1980s 
Exposed how the twenty year World 
Health programme to eradicate 
smallpox cost just one hour’s worth 
of world military spending.

2000s 
Pushed pharmaceutical companies 
to make HIV drugs more affordable, 
giving people in low-income 
countries a chance to get treatment.

1960s 
Raised awareness in the UK about 
the injustice of world hunger – 
and raised funds to help people 
overcome it.

1940s 
Called on the British government to 
lift the blockade of Greece, which 
was causing famine. In 1959, Oxfam 
helped campaign to close the 
refugee camps leftover from WWII.

1970s 
Spoke out about how South African 
apartheid was driving poverty – 
exposed human rights violations 
and corporations who benefited 
from the racist regime. 2010s 

Helped generate public outcry, and 
led the UK government to a court 
case which ruled that arms sales 
to Saudi Arabia are unlawful.

STANDING UP, 
AND SPEAKING OUT 
TOGETHER

In September 2020, Oxfam spoke 
out in coalition with activists and 
organisations around the world, 
pushing for a ‘people’s vaccine’ 
for Covid-19 – one that is based 
on shared knowledge and is freely 
available to everyone everywhere. 
Survivors of the coronavirus, from 37 
countries, signed an open letter to 
pharmaceutical companies asking 
them to put people before profits.

MAKING PROGRESS AGAINST INJUSTICE SINCE 1942

OXFAM & FASHION

In the 1990s we called for clothing 
retailers to uphold basic workers’ 
rights. Instead of shaming, we 
worked with retailers to improve 
conditions, winning vital support 
for the Ethical Trading Initiative. The 
fashion industry is one of the biggest 
contributors to climate change, and 
the rise of fast fashion has made 
it worse. So, in 2019, we launched 
‘Second Hand September’ promoting 
second hand clothes as a planet-
friendly antidote to fast fashion.

OXFAM GB STRATEGY



WHAT WE DO:

TAKING 
ACTION

TACKLING EXTREME VULNERABILITY
In the toughest and most fragile places on Earth, we’ll tackle the life-

threatening vulnerability caused by conflict and the climate crisis. 

This means supporting communities to prepare for and survive the 
immediate threat of disaster. But it also means helping people stand 

up for their rights, and rebuild with strength and security – so they can 
ultimately thrive in the future.

CHALLENGING GLOBAL INEQUALITIES
We’ll focus on the global threats to people facing poverty, where we 

believe we can make the biggest difference. 

Right now, it’s the impact of Covid-19 on lives and livelihoods around 
the world – worsening inequalities and pushing people further into 
poverty. It’s also the climate emergency hitting the world’s poorest 

communities the hardest, and discrimination that stops women’s work 
from being safe, secure and fairly valued.

HOW WE DO IT: 

STANDING
TOGETHER

LOCAL
PARTNERSHIPS

We’ll work in partnership with communities 
and organisations around the world 
who are driving change, supporting 
them with the resources they need.

INTERNATIONALISM
IN BRITAIN

We’ll bring together people and groups in Britain 
who share a sense of international solidarity – 
exploring new ways to fight poverty, speak out, 

and raise funds for a fairer world.

GLOBAL NETWORK
We’ll connect people and organisations 

together worldwide, actively shifting 
power – money, decision-making, 

influence – to the global South.

WE WILL BE:

AGILE AND 
INNOVATIVE

We’ll always adapt, learn and try new 
things –  embracing the knowledge 
and experience of the people and 

partners within our global community.

SAFE, FEMINIST 
AND ANTI-RACIST

We’ll keep investing in our people 
and culture to live our values - 

holding ourselves to account and 
respecting the experience of others. 

In particular, we commit to being 
safe, feminist, and anti-racist.

FINANCIALLY 
RESILIENT

We’ll build a financially strong 
organisation that makes effective 
use of our funds. And we’ll be open 
about how donors’ money is used 

to have the greatest impact.

We’ll always challenge the 

underlying causes of poverty 

– from social attitudes to 

government policies. 

Time and again, we’ve 

seen what we can achieve 

when we stand together 

with others, and speak 

out against the injustices 

that cause poverty.

HOW WE DO IT: 

SPEAKING 
OUTOxfam GB 

on a page
We believe in a kinder and radically 

better world where everyone has the 
power to thrive, not just survive.

WHY WE DO IT:
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In a world where Covid-19, the climate 
crisis, conflict, and entrenched 
inequalities are threatening the 
fight against poverty, we must 
all take action with urgency. 

Oxfam believes that by standing 
together with communities around the 
world to speak out against injustice 
– working in the toughest places on 
earth, and tackling the inequalities 
that exacerbate poverty – a kinder and 
radically better world is possible.

Our work is aligned with the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the pledge to leave no 
one behind. In particular, we have focused on where we believe Oxfam and its partners and 
the communities we support can make the biggest difference to people’s lives:  SDG 1: No 
Poverty; SDG 2: No Hunger; SDG 5: Gender equality; SDG 6: Clean water and sanitation; SDG 
10: Reduce inequality; SDG 13: Climate action; SDG 16: Peace, Justice, Strong Institutions.


